(19) 


Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 


(12) 


(11) EP 0 771 569 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 


(88) Date of publication A3: 

27.08.1997 Bulletin 1997/35 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

07.05.1997 Bulletin 1997/19 

(21) Application number: 96307822.5 

(22) Date of filing: 29.1 0.1 996 


(51) IntCI 6 : A61M 1/36 


(84) Designated Contracting States: 

• York, Frederick 

DE FR GB IT 

Arlington, Massachusetts 02174 (US) 


• Lamborghini, David 

(30) Priority: 31.10.1995 US 551150 

Mansfield, Massachusetts 02048 (US) 


• Libera tore, Steven 

(71) Applicant: HAEMONETICS CORPORATION 

Taunton, Massachusetts 02780 (US) 

Bralntree Massachusetts 02184 (US) 



(74) Representative: Waldren, Robin Michael 

(72) Inventors: 

MARKS & CLERK, 

* Stacey, Gary 

57-60 Lincoln's Inn Fields 

Marshfleld, Massachusetts 02050 (US) 

London WC2A 3LS (GB) 


(54) Blood-processing machine 

(57) A multiprotocol blood-processing machine and 
disposable units for use therewith. The disposable units 
generally comprise a centrifuge bowl for separating 
whole blood into blood constituents, an inlet tube for 
conveying blood into the bowl, an outlet tube for con- 
veying the blood constituents away from the bowl, and 
a manifold for placing the inlet tube and the outlet tube 
in fluid communication with a tube from a donor. The 
manifold has a machine-readable bar-code label for 
identifying to the blood processing machine which type 


of disposable unit is being coupled to it. The machine 
itself comprises a central processing unit that controls 
overall operation, a first computer memory containing 
safety-monitoring instructions that cause the central 
processing unit to monitor various state parameters in 
order to ensure donor safety, and a second computer 
memory containing instructions that define at least one 
apheresis or blood-processing protocol. In some imple- 
mentations, the second computer memory is removable 
from and insertable into the blood processing machine 
by an operator. 
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